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Build Season!
As a first year member on the team,
the last six weeks were very hectic and
overwhelming in the best way. We started
brainstorming priorities immediately after
the game video was released. We finally
settled with “Fast and Efficient” being
number one. By week two, we were already
prototyping so that our robot would reflect
our priorities. We broke into groups and
each focused on one part of the robot and
how exactly we would execute the game.
There were many ideas revised and many
were shot down but in the end we were all in agreement. After our prototyping stage, the
team was in full swing. As the build team focused on the robot, the media team worked on
our new website, the business team worked on our essays that needed to be submitted for
awards, and imagery worked on our pins and posters for student lockers. Many of the
students worked on completing essays for
mentor’s awards on their own time. As the
robot neared completion, some focus shifted to
the practice bot, where freshmen to the team
were taught more details and nitty-gritty of
drilling and wiring. Having mostly worked on
essays, I found that especially exciting. Finally, it
came to the point of the season that the team
was to be tested on the game manual. The
scores would play into who would be on the
drive team at competitions and who would be
scouting. A few days later the people with high
enough scores took the driving test with last years robot. Following the drive test, the scouts
for the year were briefed on how to scout and what to record. Scout leaders were also chosen,
myself included. As time ticked down, we really had to focus on getting the robot
programmed and ready to drive so that the drivers would be able to practice before our first
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competition. As of writing this, the robot is driving and performing well, all that is needed is
working out the kinks.
Days before bag and tag, some alumni stopped by
to talk about how FIRST has impacted them for our
Chairman’s video. The script was written and revised
many times as we struggled to put into words just how
large of an impact our team has made through FIRST. We
have chosen the presenters (myself included!) and are
currently mapping out the presentation.
One weekend during build season, we had the
opportunity to host our annual fundraiser at the
Cannoneers Club. We served burgers to the community
and were even accompanied by some of our alumni!

Week 2 Event - Westtown!
By Meghan O. - Junior, Human Player, and Strategy Lead

The weekend of March 9-10, the Cyber Crusaders attended the Westtown FMA District
Event. This was our first event competing of 2019, and walking into the venue brought a rush
of adrenaline, knowing that competition season had finally started. Friday night is load-in
night, so we had our pit team, drive team, and lead scouts there to help the team set up. This
year brought a whole new wave of
experiences, as it my first time being on drive
team, and more specifically as human player.
It was also the first year for our driver, Ryan
Gadaleta, and our operator, Aidan Moore,
being on drive team as well. We were all
buzzing with excitement and nervousness as
we played our first practice match.
Saturday was the big day, where we’d
receive our match schedule for the day and
Sunday. Out of 64 matches, we had just 12 to
prove ourselves. We ended Qualification matches with 7 wins, 3 losses, and 1 tie, which
placed us in 12th place out of 32 teams. Sunday, during Alliance Selection, we were the first
pick for the 4th alliance, getting picked by 433, the Firebirds. As the picking came back around
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to us for our 3rd robot, we selected team 3929, the Atomic Dragons. For our first set of playoff
matches, we played the 5th ranked alliance, 1391, 4638, and 2180.
Our first match was a rough one, as each robot on our alliance had some sort of
complication, and we lost by 12 points.
However with a quick stop in our pit, our
amazing pit team fixed our issues within
minutes. We came back hard in our next
quarterfinals match. With all three of our
robots working in harmony, we were able
to win 78 to 58 and we won the tiebreaker
80 to 74. Our entire team was ecstatic as we
learned that we were moving onto
semifinals, facing the number 1 alliance,
5404, 5420 and 4575.
Semifinals brought a new wave of
challenges to work through, as we had only a few matches to plan out a strategy for the next
set of matches. Facing the number 1 alliance seemed hard as we faced heavy defense from
4575, and lost the match 71-59. However, in our second match, we won our second match
57-48, and pulled through in our
tiebreaker match, winning 57-43. This
meant our team was heading straight for
finals. In finals, we were facing the 2nd
alliance, 4342, 1640 and 2191. Again, we
faced heavy defense, and in the end we
weren’t able to pull through with wins,
losing 52-70 and 36-55. Despite the lose,
we were so grateful to compete on our
alliance with 433 and 3929 and go all the
way to finals.
At the award ceremonies, we
received a medal for our finalist position, and were anxiously waiting to see if we had won
another award. After the winners and everyone had received medals, it was time to announce
Engineering Inspiration and the Chairman’s Award, the two most prestigious awards in FIRST.
During the announcing of Engineering Inspiration, our team recognized a few key words, and
got excited. Then, our hopes came true as we won the Engineering Inspiration award,
allowing us to compete for it at Champs! We ended with our double red medals, Finalist and
Engineering Inspiration, excited to compete at our next one.

Lansdale Catholic Robotics, We will find a way or make one!

FRC Team 272 - Cyber Crusaders

Crusader Chronicles
Week 4 Event - Seneca!
Our second district event was at Seneca High School in
Tabernacle, New Jersey. This event was especially exciting
because the majority of the team was able to stay over at the
same hotel. In qualifications on the first day, we were able to
power through and do well on all of our matches, we even
managed to complete two full rockets in two seperate matches.
When it came to our Chairman’s presentation, we
tweaked our presentation just a tad. Since we did so well on
presenting at Westtown and were very close to winning, we
added a light-up rocket that showcased some of our greatest
attributes. Seeing the rocket that we made with the values that
we stand for was very exciting to talk about with the judges.
That night, we went out to dinner
as a team bonding experience. After
dinner, we all met up in one hotel
room to discuss scouting. This was
super important because we were
in picking position. We ended our
scouting meeting at around 12:30
in the morning when we were all
satisfied.
On the final day of the competition
we were more than prepared for
alliance selection. We were fortunate enough to be the first pick of team 75 on the fourth
alliance. Unfortunately, the farthest we got in playoffs was quarterfinals. As we sat through
awards, we were very excited to have won the Innovation in Control Award for the homemade
vacuum system used constantly during matches. It was a very exciting weekend spent with
the team. Even though we were all set and ready to go to Champs, we decided we wanted
even more time on the field.
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Week 5 Event - Bensalem!
By Emily D. - Freshman, Safety Captain and
Electrical Lead

After our two regular district
competitions, we decided to also compete
at a new event at Bensalem High School.
The first full day of competition was run by
only eight students, and even though
things were not going our way at the
beginning, we were having a lot of fun.
Despite having a maximum of four kids in
the stands, our spirit never lacked and our cheers could be heard across the field. Two of our
team members also attended the Johnson and Johnson lunch talk about finding careers in
STEM for women. Towards the end of the day
things started to pick up, and we won our last
match along with our replay. We left with high
hopes for the last day of qualification matches.
We were also fortunate enough to be featured
on NBC Comcast News.
On Sunday, after winning all of our
qualifications that day, we were fortunate to
be the first pick of team 708 on the eighth
alliance! Quarter finals started off with us
against the first alliance, and we had our first undefeated quarterfinals since 2014. Not only
did our number of students in the stands increase from 4 to 5, we joined forces with 708,
Hatter’s Robotics, and 321, RoboLancers, to cheer on our alliance. We quickly moved to
semifinals and fortunately onto finals from there. Although we added this event to our roster
last minute, we are so grateful to have made it to finals and to have been presented the
Innovation in Control Award! This competition left us excited and more prepared for First Mid
Atlantic Championship only three days away. At this competition, we learned that we were
truly able to find a way or make one no matter what challenges faced us.
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FMA Champs!
By Caitlin M. - Senior, Co-Captain and Co-Pit Manager

Our fourth and final competition was the
FIRST Mid Atlantic District Championship,
hosted at Lehigh University. It was an
exciting weekend with many great
memories, and it proved to be one of our
best Championship events. The team
finished the weekend with seven won
matches of the twelve played. Many alumni
came to watch the competition on Friday
and Saturday, and a few volunteered at the
event. On Friday, five students went in to
present for the Engineering Inspiration Award,
which we originally won at our first event. Two of
our crusaders, Sarah Mash and Emily Durning,
sang the National Anthem with students from
other teams during opening ceremonies. During
lunch on Saturday, the whole team played our
annual kickball game, with the entire team
participating, even the alumni joining us! As a
senior on the team, this was a very exciting
competition and it was so much fun. Although
I’m disappointed we didn’t move on to the
championship, I am so proud of all we have
accomplished this year. With two finalist
awards, two Innovation in Control and the
Engineering Inspiration Award, I can
confidently say that this has been one of our
most successful seasons overall in robot
performance and team attributes. I can’t wait
to come back next year as one of the alumni
and cheer on my team!
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Off Season!
By Emily D. - Freshman, Safety Captain and Electrical Lead

Although our regular season is over, we never stop working. Aside from our typical team
meetings we have multiple
local demonstrations that we
participate in. The first two
weeks of summer are again
reserved for our 6th annual
summer camp. After that, we
hope to kick off summer for
the first time ever at the Mary
Mother of the Redeemer
Carnival. Scheduled after that
is the Cannoneer’s Block
Party, which we are so excited
to be able to come back for
our fourth time. Rounding off
our summer demonstrations is the St. Stan’s Festival. We love being able to attend these
demos with our robot and get kids interested. Personally, my favorite part is when little kids
get the opportunity to drive around our robot and really see what it’s all about. It’s also great
when we see our sponsors at events like these so we can really show them what we do.

About the Writers!
This issue could not have been possible without the help of three additional minds.

Hello I’m Emily Durning and I’m a freshman at LC. I’ve
been lucky enough to have been a part of FIRST since
I was 10 years old on an FLL team. At my last FLL
competition I was approached by two members of
272 and was encouraged to be a part of the
pre-freshman program. After the first couple weeks of
build season I was completely hooked and wanted to
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be at LC all the time just for robotics. When it came time for competition season I was lucky enough
to become the first prefreshman in the pit with the job title of Batgirl (I took care of the batteries for
the robot). By the end of last year’s season I had made some of my best friends and I knew that I had
really found the best activity for me. This season more opportunities opened up was able to achieve
my new titles of safety captain, electrical lead, and mentor of the Star Scavengers (my FLL team). I
can’t wait to tackle the challenges of next season’s game and show the incoming students why I love
this team so much.

Hello, my name is Caitlin McNamara and I
am a senior on the team. I have been a
member since the 2016 season. I have
done many things throughout my time on
the team. I have worked on build team,
helping to build the practice robot and
the swerve drives, been on the
Chairman's and pit team, and this year I
am co-captain. Last year, I was fortunate
enough to be our team’s first Dean’s List
Semi-Finalist. Because of robotics, I have had the chance to do many things and have had so
many opportunities. I was opened up to a new world of STEM and I am excited to see what
the future of FIRST and my team will be.

Hello! My name is Meghan O’Gara, and I’m a
junior on the Cyber Crusaders. This is my 4th
year on the team, as I was allowed to join the
team in my 8th grade year. On the team, I’ve
helped with a little bit of everything. In my first
two years, I mostly helped out with build team,
but during my freshman year of competition
season I was one of the head scouts. My
sophomore year, I worked mostly with
scouting and business, creating the scouting
sheets and writing the first draft of the
Chairman’s script. I ran scouting during the competition season. This year, in my junior year, I
helped out with scouting, business and was more involved with the build again. During the
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competition season, I was the team’s human player and helped create the strategy for every
match. I even was able to be the drive coach for 8 of our matches for the Mid Atlantic District
Championship as a sub for our main drive coach. Being on drive team helped me make so
many connections with so many different teams, and really gave me a new perspective to
FIRST. Within a single season, I met so many people who have changed me for the better, and
I couldn’t have wished for anything else. 2019 is
definitely a season I’ll remember forever.

My name is Sarah Mash and I am a sophomore just
joining the team this year, and the Editor of the
Newsletter. Having transferred from another high
school, the Lansdale Catholic Robotics program is the
best thing that could’ve happened to me. Robotics is
such an exciting activity that I find myself very lucky to
be involved in. This year I had the opportunity to mentor the Cosmic Dust Bunnies with
Meghan O’Gara and now we get to travel with them to States, which is so exciting! Mentoring
younger kids is such a humbling experience, especially since I was personally unable to
participate in a program such as FIRST Robotics when I was younger. The high school team is
really just a big family. Everyone helps and is supportive of one another, even when we all get
overwhelmed and frustrated. There is so much going on that it is impossible to get bored, and
learning comes easy when it’s fun. I am very excited to go through my first build season and
competition season with some of the most genuine students and mentors I have ever met.
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