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Here’s some of our accomplishments!
Starting the week after school let out, we
hosted a Lego Robotics summer camp at
Lansdale Catholic High School. With a total of 33
kids over two weeks, they learned everything
from teamwork to basic coding. We hope to
continue to expand this camp to even more of
the community.
Pictured: Two children trying to find the best approach in
order to program their mission

This school year, the
students volunteered to
mentor FIRST Lego League
teams and FIRST Lego
League Jr. teams. The
response was amazing! With
our students’ will to expand
on helping children
understand the basics of
robotics, we pulled in 5 FLL
teams and 7 FLL Jr teams.
We had kids from several
grade schools in the area working together to achieve a common goal while still having fun. Next
year we plan to advertise the program to even more grade schools.
Pictured: All of the Lansdale Catholic teams at our annual Tuneup.

Lansdale Catholic Robotics, We will find a way or make one!
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Aside from mentoring our own teams, we
hosted our annual Tuneup for FLL and FLL
Jr. teams. This is a friendly competition
where the kids have the opportunity to test
their robots and programming in a real
competition setting. We are very excited to
host again next year!
Pictured: FLL team from Corpus Christi School
prepare for their run against the clock.

On top of our Lego League teams, this year we
introduced a FIRST Tech Challenge team. This
team is for 7th and 8th graders who are
interested or already committed to Lansdale
Catholic. Right now we have 15 kids in the
program. As a first year team, the students are
very excited to represent the Cyber Crusaders!
One of our FTC kids has committed to Lansdale
Catholic and joined the FRC team as a
pre-freshman.
Pictured: Three FTC students practicing for their
competition at Hatboro-Horsham HIgh School’s Hat-Trick

More recently, there was a qualifying competition for the FLL,
FLL Jr., and FTC teams at Hatboro-Horsham High School,
where they ran their programs against the clock in hopes of
achieving their best scores and moving on to states. Many of
our teams played very well and displayed an upbeat, friendly
attitude to their competitors. Our fifth grade all-girls FLL team
from St. Jude, the Cosmic Dust Bunnies, and our fifth grade FLL
team from MMR, the Space Bots, scored high in both robot
game and in their judging presentations. Because of this, they
qualified to compete at the University of Pennsylvania State
Competition on February 9th.
Pictured: The FLL team Space Invaders, mentored by FRC student Ryan Gadaleta, reviewing their score with a judge after
their match at Hat-Trick.
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Even though the beginning of the school
year sounds like a lot of work, we had the
opportunity to go to a few off-season
events with last year’s robot. We were able
to attend Hatboro-Horsham High School’s
Havoc, Wissahickon High School’s Ramp
Riot, and the Mount St. Joseph’s Girl
Power. These just-for-fun competitions
help get the students excited for the
upcoming season and hold them over
until kickoff when the next game is
announced.
Pictured: Girls on our FRC team at the Mount St. Joseph’s Girl Power,

where only the girls on the team compete on the drive team.

In late October, we partnered with our
Comcast sponsor and held our 11th annual
Bootcamp. Over 270 participants from 26
teams joined us at the Comcast Building to
sit in on a series of seminars held by FRC
mentors, Comcast employees, and even
some students. One of our own seniors,
Caitlin McNamara, gave a presentation on
the AndyMark Swerve Drive that we use on
our robot. We plan to host again next year
and spread the word to even more teams.
Pictured: Senior Caitlin McNamara giving her presentation on the AndyMark Swerve Drive.
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This year’s kickoff held much anticipation
for our students, who have been eagerly
waiting since the end of last season. We
all met at LC at 9 A.M. for the 10:30 stream
of the game announcement. We gathered
in the resource room of our school with
breakfast provided by the Parent’s
Association. As a first year member, the
experience was very exciting. Once the
field was shown and the game manual
was released, we were given time to think
it over then brainstorm as a team to
figure out our priorities. From this point on, we will be meeting very frequently to settle our
perfect game strategy and the best way to build and tackle the game.
Pictured: The team brainstorming ideas after watching the kickoff video.

Author’s Note
My name is Sarah Mash and I am a sophomore just joining
the team this year. Having transferred from another high
school, the Lansdale Catholic Robotics program is the best
thing that could’ve happened to me. Robotics is such an
exciting activity that I find myself very lucky to be involved
in. This year I had the opportunity to mentor the Cosmic
Dust Bunnies with Meghan O’Gara and now we get to travel
with them to States, which is so exciting! Mentoring
younger kids is such a humbling experience, especially
since I was
personally
unable to
participate in a program such as FIRST Robotics when I was younger.
The high school team is really just a big family. Everyone helps and is
supportive of one another, even when we all get overwhelmed and
frustrated. There is so much going on that it is impossible to get bored,
and learning comes easy when it’s fun. I am very excited to go through
my first build season and competition season with some of the most
genuine students and mentors I have ever met.
(This is me at Girl Power!)
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